After ban on aerial spraying, Davao City to go organic

DAVAD CITY—AFTER BANNING
(the use of acrial in ba-
| nana plantations, the elty council
|launched another campaign for
safe food production.
Recenty, the Sangguniang Pan-
lungrod passed a resolution urg-
ing farmers to a eTvirtaeTIEn-
friendly practices by shifting
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Enurumlnr Condrado Baluran,
chair of the agriculture commit-
tee, said there was now a need for
farmers to practice altemative
farming methods.

“We Jnow the dangers, all the
harmful effects of these synthetic

chemicals ©o people’s health and
the environment,” he said.
Baluran snid many people
were now recognizing the envi-
ronmental costs of agriculture.
*(These include) the deterio-
rating quality of drinking water
and soil. The impact of
ture on landscape and wildlife is

increasing,” Baluran said in the
resolution,

Baluran szid the regolution re-
flected the city government's sup-
port for organic agriculture.

"We would like to see moreand
more farmers shifting from their

}-  current practice to the safer one,”

Baluran snid.

The resolution, Baluran said,
aimed to “promote, support and
mngthmnr:gmtea;rmﬂmre.”

There are curren *ju‘;uund
2,000 orzanic city,
with around 300 hectares .of
farmlands devoted o organic
food production.  Jeffrey M. Tu-

pas, Inguirer Mindanao



